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Pan-Germanism was perhaps even more fanatical and fatal than
that of Treitschke, but it was not as ostentatiously political and
Prussian, and appealed more to minds interested in'cultural
problems.   Chamberlain's  books  make on most readers the
impression of being written by an encyclopedic mind, by a man
deeply versed in every field of culture and learning.   He was,
indeed, very widely read and had a gift for interpreting his glean-
ings from history, philosophy, religion, art, and literature so as to
confirm racialism.   But this imposing and dazzling facade was
erected with complete neglect of critical thinking and without real
care for truth.1   Chamberlain, like Treitschke, was a writer of
extraordinary power ; his style is fascinating and persuasive, and
imbued with quasi-religious passion.    In his Foundations of the
Nineteenth Century and in his books on Christ, Goethe, and Kant hf
tried to show that all great geniuses were true expressions of the
Aryan soul, that their teachings were incompatible with the funda-
mental beliefs of liberalism and democracy, ancf that the Jews
were the worst enemies of the Aryans, the personification of
everything mean and perverse.   The Emperor Wilhelm II was
a close friend of Chamberlain and an enthusiastic believer in his
theories, which he propagated with all the means at his disposal.
No wonder that Chamberlain succeeded in intoxicating a con-
siderable section of the German intellectuals with an immense
pride of race and nationality, and with deep contempt for the
" Western ideas " of England and France, which he represented
as being largely a product of Jewish capitalism.   In this way
Chamberlain became the most important pioneer of Hitlerism,
and he himself predicted that Hitler would become the " saviour
of Germany ".
1 Cf. ample proofs in my book Race and Civilization, 1928.